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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening devices, 

including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of 

the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship 

service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room 

and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
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Ascension 

May 21, 2020 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (stanzas 1-4) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 171 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR ASCENSION 

 

M: The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; 

 

C: the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength. Psalm 93:1 

 

M: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

 

C: let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” 

 

M: Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

 

C: Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! 1 Chronicles 16:31, 32 

 

M: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

C: You have set your glory above the heavens. Psalm 8:1, 2 

 

M: Praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 

 

C: his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. Psalm 148:13 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right 

hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at 

your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Advent Reading Matthew 1:18-25 

Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because 

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly. 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.”  
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 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” – which means, “God with us.” 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 

Jesus. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

    Christian Worship 23 
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Christmas Reading Luke 2:1-20 

Gospel for Christmas Eve 

 

 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone 

went to his own town to register. 

 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 

the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward me.”  

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When 

they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

    Christian Worship 54 
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Epiphany Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

Gospel for Epiphany 

 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

in the east and have come to worship him.” 

 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 

together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be 

born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ ” 

 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route.  
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M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Angels From the Realms of Glory 

    Christian Worship 80 

 

 

Lent Reading John 19:17-30 

Gospel for Good Friday 

 

 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others – one on each side and Jesus in the 

middle. 

 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the   



pg. 10 

 

city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to 

Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 

each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from 

top to bottom. 

 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

 This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, 

  “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said 

to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that 

time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk 

of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 

finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word What Wondrous Love Is This 

  Christian Worship 120 
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Easter Reading John 20:1-18 

Gospel for Easter Sunrise 

 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t 

know where they have put him!” 

 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 

did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was 

folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 

also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to 

rise from the dead.) 
 Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, 

she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, 

one at the head and the other at the foot. 

 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

 “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  
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 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

 Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

put him, and I will get him.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

 She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 
  Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 
 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word I Know that My Redeemer Lives (stanzas 1, 2, 5, 7, 8) 

    Christian Worship 152 
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Ascension Reading Luke 24:44-53 

Gospel for Ascension 

 
  He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 

things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.” 

 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word There Is a Higher Throne 

 Christian Worship Supplement 727  
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End Times Reading Revelation 22:1-5 

Second Lesson for Saints Triumphant 

 

 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood 

the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree 

are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb 

will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for 

the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.  
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M: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Response to the Word Jerusalem the Golden 

 Christian Worship Supplement 728 
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Ascension Message  
 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Ascension 

M: Ascended Lord, in your ascension you lifted up your hands in blessing upon your faithful 

disciples and apostles.  

 

C: Bestow your blessing also upon us as we look to the skies for your glorious return on the 

last day.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Ascended Lord, you concealed yourself in the bright cloud yet promised the Holy Spirit who 

reveals you and makes you known to us through faith. 

 

C: Create in us new hearts and right spirits. By your Holy Spirit, lead us in the way to 

everlasting life. 

 

M: Ascended Lord, you commissioned your apostles to preach your word and make your salvation 

known to the ends of the earth. 

 

C: Uphold and support the pastors and missionaries who carry out this commission today. 

As you have sent them, also send us that we may be your evangelists and witnesses. 

 

M: Ascended Lord, you sit at the right hand of the Father and promise to be near us always. 

 

C: As you have promised, come to us in your Word and Sacraments. Use these means of 

grace to forgive our sins, free us from our guilt, and strengthen our faith. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Ascended Lord, you blessed your apostles and promised to return in the same way you 

ascended into heaven. 

 

C: In the midst of this world’s uncertainties and trials, keep us ever ready and watchful for 

that day. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Hymn  In Christ Alone 

 Christian Worship Supplement 752 
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Please stand 

 

M: Father of glory, your Son ascended to heaven and now sits in majesty at your right hand. 

Increase in us patient trust as we wait for the fullness of this glory and majesty to be revealed 

when he returns again in triumph on the Last Day. Until that day, clothe us with your Spirit 

that we may proclaim your Kingdom and lift up the name of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Abide With Me (stanzas 1, 2, 5, 6, 7) 

 Christian Worship 588 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


